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PURPOSE

To provide all operators of adult homes and residences for adults
with recent regulatory interpretations.

BACRGROUND

The Department regularly receives requests for additional
clarification of regulatory intent and implementation
requirements.

These requests and the Department's responses are periodically
consolidated and distributed to all facility operators via
Informational Ietters. The present Informational Ietter contains
20 regulatory interpretations.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



RECOMMENDED ACTTON

Review the questions and answers and keep them with your copy of
the adult home and residence for adults regulations for easy
reference. Any new requests for regulatory interpretations
should continue to be submitted to your Regional Office
Director. Each request should include the respective regulation
section, the question and any related background information that
is relevant.
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Part 487
Section 487.4

487.4 (b) (14)

Oxygen Equipment

Question: What is the department's current interpretation regarding the
permissibility of an adult home resident using oxygen equipment?

Answer: According to department regulation 487.4(b) (14), no person may be
accepted or retained as a resident of an adult home if that
person is dependent upon medical equipment unless:

(i) the use of the equipment presents no safety hazard;

(ii) use of the equipment does not restrict the resident to
his/her room, impede the resident in the event of
evacuation, or inhibit the resident's participation in
the routine activities of the home;

(iii) wuse of the equipment does not restrict or impede the
activities of other residents;

(iv) the resident is able to use and maintain the equipment
with only intermittent or occasional assistance from
medical personnel;

(v) such assistance, if needed, is available from approved
commumity resources; and

(vi) each required medical evaluation attests to the
resident's ability to use and maintain the equipment.

Given these restrictions, the department will permit oxygen
enrichment equipment to be utilized by an adult home resident if
all of the following conditions are met:

1. The operator must agree to the resident's use of oxygen
enrichment equipment.

2. The oxygen enrichment equipment must not produce a flow rate
that exceeds 40 percent oxygen concentration or involve the
use of a pressurized oxygen container.

3. The oxygen enrichment equipment must be listed by an
underwriting concern acceptable to the department, such as
Underwriter's Laboratories (UL).

4. The resident must maintain and use the equipment without
assistance from facility staff.

5. A physician must certify, in writing, the resident's need for
oxygen enrichment equipment and ability to use the equipment
without the presence of medical personnel in the facility.
At a minimm, re-evaluation by the physician must take place
and be documented every six months.




6. The resident must be able to participate in activities of
daily living and facility 1life, including daily meal
attendance in the dining room.

7. The use of the oxygen enrichment equipment must not interfere
with the life, safety, care, or comfort of other residents in
the facility.

8. The resident's roommate(s), if any, must agree to the use of
theeqlnpmerrl:mthebedrom

The department is aware that there are other types of oxygen
therapy equipment besides oxygen enrlc:tmemt, such as
concentrators. We believe, however, that in many adult homes,
because of problems with residents or visitors smo]m'xg
inappropriately or other issues, it would be potentially
dangerous to allow oxygen to be used in higher concentrations
than 40%. As we understand that oxygen concentrators may utilize
a 95% oxygen concentration, oxygen concentrators are, in general,
not permitted in adult homes. In addition, we are concerned that
individuals requiring oxygen concentrators may become dependent
on the use of the oxygen equipment, and that continucus use of
such equipment may saturate the immediate envirorment, including
linens, bedsheets and bedclothes with oxygen, thereby
exacerbating the potential risk. Similarly, the use of 1liquid
oxygen is also not permitted in adult homes, because of the
potential hazard.
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