NEW YORK STATE
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

40 NORTH PEARL STREET, ALBANY, NEW YORK 12243-0001

BRIAN J. WING
Commissioner
OFFICE OF HOUSING AND ADULT SERVICES
ADULT CARE FACILITY DIRECTIVE NO. 5-97
SEPTEMBER 30, 1997
To: Operators of Adult Homes, Residences for Adults, and Enriched
Housing Programs
Subject: Medical Oxygen Equipment
Contact '
Person: Regional Office Director, NYS Department of Social Services,
Office of Housing and Adult Services
Mr. Jay Dorney Ms. Mary Hart
Western Regional Office Metropolitan Regional Office
259 Monroe Averue 80 Maiden lane, Sixth Floor
Rochester, New York 14607 New York, New York 10038
Telephone: (716)238-8185 Telephone: (212)383-1745
Toll Free: 800-462-6443 Toll Free: 800-554-5391
Fax: (716)238-8198 Fax: (212)383-1748
Mr. Martin McMahon Mr. Carleton Reo
Eastern Regional Office Iong Island Regional Office
40 N. Pearl Street-A3302 1 0ld Country Road
Albany, New York 12243 Drawer 61, Suite 480
Telephone: (518)432-2873 Carle Place, New York 11514
Toll Free: 800-286-4830 Telephone: (516)294-2877
Fax: (518)432-2874 Toll Free: 800-635-7920
Fax: (516)294-2977
I. PURPOSE
To provide operators of adult homes, ©residences for adults, and
enriched housing programs with the Department's current policy and
requirements regarding the conditions under which oxygen enrichers,
oxygen concentrators, and pressurized oxygen cylinders are permitted.
This Directive supersedes the regulatory interpretation titled "Oxygen
Equipment" that is contained in Adult Care Facility Informational
Ietter No. 8-90, dated November 26, 1990.
ITI. BACKGROUND

Oxygen enrichers and oxygen concentrators are machines that separate
oxygen from room air, and deliver this oxygen to individuals for whom
physicians have prescribed oxygen treatments.

The term "pressurized oxygen" or "coampressed oxygen" refers to oxygen
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that is stored imrsteel or: alumiimm:cylimders at 2200 lbs. of pressure
per square inch. . Cylinders:of pressurized gxygen are used to provide
oxygen to :uﬁlv:l.duals WMMformedlmlpupos&c, or as
storage vehicles for. falhrg:smallmw&.uﬂgrs o Smaller cylinders of
pressurized oxygen, in what-aresknown as "E‘l size or smaller, are
utilized to provide portabilityster -individuals- for whom oxygen is
prescribed for medical purposes; nras,bac]mpforpersonsmomaybe
mneedofa:exgencyst@ph:eaoimtygen

Inthepasl: ﬂmeDepartmeutoirsoemlServmapemlttedthe use of
OoxXygen mdmm but not oxygem'vceneentrators;,: in adult care
facilities (ACFs). Pressurized oxygen was permitted only if a waiver
request by an: meratormwwa&lwmmzedm
for use in emergencies. FEEmEet . s e

In light of the information available now concerning the safety of the
medical . oxygen equipment, the:policy has been.revised to permit not
only oxygen enrichers but, under the:.eonditions specified below,
oxygencmwezmtorsarﬂpressurlzedoxygenaswell.
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Please note, hweva, thathaththemandtbesto:ageofhmdm
contimie to be prohibited in adult care facilities, - as previously
commmicated m Adult care Info:mtmnal Letter lb. 8-90, dated November 26,

1990.
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Omsistatt*mth Departuent regs&atz.ms the use of medical
equipment in ACFs [487.4(b) (14); 488.4(b) (14) and 490.4(b) (16)],
whenaresmdem:ofanadulthcme enriched housing program, or
.residemxe for .adults is. 3o :medicat oxygen, the following

1. Thexoperator mist aQIBEtOtheres:Ldaﬂ:'s use of an oxygen
enricher, oxygen concentrator, or oxygen cylinder.

2 'Ihe operator must: retain on -file a oopyofthecpemtng
2 instructions:for theeguipnent; =and teainy-all staff in and

o, 1 xhbserve rvatlrec redatied; - canvtions: a:ﬁ:—&ngers regarding the
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approved by mﬂmztms I.aboratorlas (UL) , the Canadian
Standaxds Assoc:.a:tm (CSAL- wkqw a: snmlarly recogmzed
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N A IR o mm*mgm is prescribed must

receive initial training from licensed medical personnel on the
use, maintensnce and sﬁrmesf,;ﬂl&m equipment.
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. “The residert: nmst",t:e able i:mmsmtam and use the oxygen

equipment without assistance; : except:agprovided in item 6,
below.
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”—L A physician mmstveertify, . inowritiag: the:resident's need for
oxyg‘en aquipneit;22the Tesident's/ability-to use and maintain
e "the Cegquipment-uwithiopdy intermittent: or occasional assistance
- from medivalpérsommelsandothat . such assistance,: if needed, is
- " available =from :dpproved commmnity resources; and whether the
2! resident is-appeupriate for admission: or retention in the ACF.
. a% “Subsedquent . to:sthe physieian's: initial certification, each
required medical-7evaltmtion’ tmust - attest to the resident's
abl_lltytousean:lmamtamtheequlmﬁmt At a minimm, re-
evaluationtbya physician :msttake place : and be doctme.nted
eﬁer?twal%&nﬂﬂ}“ e S S“f‘"...::-.' i
TP NERY BEY SIEUYRG: bosrmmnt S
An approptntb”mmtm a:vallab e toﬁservn.ce the oxygen
equipment as necessary. o DL IITANLY F n. .

8. The residert mustobes able to participate:in activities of daily
living and faciliticlife, including daily meal atterdame in
the duu.ng‘lmv'“‘ Teems oo, SRl T sa-;__“c

2% (BT frag i rapaor b T
: 9. Iheuseof‘cheoxywmmtmstmtuxterferemththe
- ¥ife, - safetyjcscase, aﬂwmﬁort of other IESJ.dEI'ltS of ‘the
fac:.llty...\:s* orsn Siobs 2t Lulistgwma ¢ S b
el e Lof el ey ma&mu Gy Pl d o LG Sl
10. The resident's roommate(s), if any, must agree to the use of
the equipment in the bedroom.
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Pressurized cylinders of oxygen are pemltted mly for purposas of

emergency . bac]a:p or* pamm:utg, and then only;smxder the following
condJ.tJ.ons Rl £ i L _,,___

...um .'::; Jm*‘ :Hﬂ: fo N

a‘.‘-‘: Only sPisizecormaosmalier: cylmders m raasonable numbers

given the tctal cf residents. prescribed.cmedical oxygen or

with medical conditions requiring the availability of

medica_‘z'”--mzygen;'f-may'be' ul:i];ized or stored. .

b. If the ACF opemtor stores pressm:'lzed oxygen for use in
e medical : emergencies;.= arxif any: resident: is prescribed the
ot osizde s (s ude SE fitesu o oygen;? wthenro famility staff must be
Ceibvsrer  eXonamiinddis o { Approprizstis persbrnel’ -incdhe use of the
equipment, and at least one facility.staff: person who is
. tramed mﬂ:euseofthepmzedm:ygmequlrmmtmast
SR ) ' o it 0 W s o] < '-.‘JL"”" =5 '.U D’“’
R I e Bl mmwlm mmmedam semred in a well-
T w ventitated steemge.  drea;uUoawest  to an unheated wall (also
known inZadhitectural derms:ras:an -inside wall), and away
from heat and hot surfaces. A sign must be placed on the
- doorps tl'ﬁ:sl:wageatea mchcata.ng the presence of oxygen.
o i Pyl aTY ovisr ooy aspder
- Ifopeessurd zel coxygen xis: amedregtﬂarly by a resident in
. his/her apartment or bedroam, then a sign must be placed on
2 tHeTrdirarke <door 4o *thea;armentorbedmcmuﬁlcatmg
2 ihtsodpgencmay e ite use. T T
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d. 'mestoredo;qrgency}.uxiersmstbed)amad to a wail
cotherwise secured, elthermcanrmrs,vmghtedbasestams
appropriate rack storage, or.as otherwise specified-in the
marufacturer's or distributor's safety guidelines. -

e. Tags or other appropriate indicators must be used to
identify whether the cylinders are full or enpty: :

f.‘Ihleoperatorm;stmtlﬁymwntugthe local fire
department or local code enforcement official, as
appropriate, that the facility has this oxygen supply, and
_msmtlcemstbeapprq:rlatelytipdateamatmlymnner
;,mtexmsofstoragelocatmmsormnnbexsofomrta:ws The
‘storage and/or use of oxygen equipment must also camply with
all other awllcable local or . state statutes, codes and

If porl:able -_oxygen -equ:.pnaﬂ:_ is used “in’ common areas of the facility:

1. 'Ihex&slderrl:mstbeabletosafely trznsport the . qun.pnent
' wrthout ﬁeed for: staff ass:l.stance

2. sufficient and appu:‘opra.ata " electrical . outlets “mst be
available, and facility staff. m.:st ensure . that neither the
equlgnent nor electrica.‘l. cmnects present a poterrtlal ‘hazard.

3. Portable pressurized: oxygen. may notbeusedmcamzareas
wl'seresmo}n.ngnaytakeplace

In add:t.t:.on, - ‘the' facility ope.rator st keep on file and ocnply wn.th any
other- safety 'guidelihe or standard that lspcrcvmaibythemamfactnxerof
the oxygen eqifipment andfor the medical equ:.;_merrt supplier.

IV. REQUIRED ACTTON-

Operators must GOIJSlderﬂleJrabuztytoneettheneedsofraldems
wtmarepnsﬁcnbadtheusecfnedlcaloxygenequlpment as well as the
" potential ' impact on other residents. Opemtorsmadmtorretam
resmmoarepresmbedﬂmuseofmdmalm:yw or who wish to
i stoxeaneuergm‘cysupplyofmzrmedmygm mistcaxplywrththe
above standards.

7 fhis Ditective is effective imediatsly.
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Associate Commissioner

Office of Housing & Adult Services




