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PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Upcoming Event: 

The Fifth Annual Brookmeade Gala 

An Evening in Hollywood  

 

Rhinebeck, NY – October 14, 2015 – On Saturday, November 19
th

 The Brookmeade 

Community Foundation will host The Fifth Annual Brookmeade Gala at The Grand Hotel 

Poughkeepsie, honoring Jon Nansen, of Rhinebeck Soccer League, Barbara Murtagh, Licensed 

Practical Nurse at The Baptist Home, and Melissa Lasher, Environmental Service Manager at 

Baptist Home.    

The Baptist Home has been named The Best Long-Term Care Facility in NY State and ranks 

among the Top 10% Nationally. The Baptist Home is designated by the NYS Department of 

Health as the top 5% quintile nursing homes.   These honors are shared with the many business 

and individual sponsors of Brookmeade who support their mission to improve the quality of life 

for the aging. 

Their generosity has enabled The Baptist Home to provide the best possible programs and 

services.  Many from Rhinebeck and the surrounding areas, choosing to age at home, have been 

asking for respite and access to The Baptist Home’s specialized care.  The Alzheimer’s 

Association’s research supports the need for these services. 

Information from the Alzheimer’s Association: 5.2 million Americans had Alzheimer's 

disease in 2014.  By 2050, the number of people age 65 and older with Alzheimer's disease may 

reach as many as 16 million. In 2013, 15.5 million family and friends provided 17.7 billion hours 

of unpaid care valued at $220.2 billion.  More than 60 percent of Alzheimer's and dementia 

caregivers are women.  All caregivers of people with Alzheimer's, both women and men, face the 

devastating physical and emotional burden of caregiving. Alzheimer's and dementia caregivers 

had $9.3 billion in additional health care costs of their own in 2013.  Nearly 60 percent of 

Alzheimer's and dementia caregivers rate the emotional stress of caregiving as high or very high, 

and more than one-third report symptoms of depression. 

  

To fill these needs for quality care and respite, Brookmeade’s Community Foundation is 

planning to open an Adult Day Services Center.  This project, among others, will be supported 

by this year’s Gala.  To learn more about this project and to purchase tickets to Brookmeade’s 

Annual Gala visit www.communityatbrookmeade.org or call 845-876-2071 x337. 
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