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Dear Administrator: 
 

The purpose of this letter is to clarify the use of electronic signatures for physician 
orders in Adult Care Facilities. Written signatures, initials, electronic signatures and/or 
signatures authenticated through the use of a computerized medical record are acceptable. 
Pharmacists may also dispense medication orders (prescriptions) through an electronic 
signature system. 

 
It is recommended that Adult Care Facilities have a written policy on the use of 

electronic signatures for physician orders that requires such orders to include the following 
information:  date, time, category of practitioner, mode of transmission and point of origin.  
Upon request, pharmacists will provide a copy of the electronic order (prescription) for filing in 
the resident’s record.  
 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please contact the Division of Assisted 
Living at (518) 408-1133 for further clarification. 

 
 
 

 
 Sincerely, 
 
     

  
       
 Mary E. Hart 
 Director 
 Division of Assisted Living 
      

 


