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Herkimer, NY — Valley Health Services’ Administrator, Kathy Eisenhut, and Director of Nursing,
Melissa Ippolito, were honored to accept Herkimer BOCES’ 2019 Community Partnership Award on
Tuesday, April 4, 2019 at the Herkimer BOCES complex, Gros Blvd., Herkimer.

Valley Health Services and Herkimer BOCES strong partnership of over 20 years has been successful
for high school junior and senior students gaining an academic and hands-on career component in
Resident Assistant, Certified Nurse Assistant and Licensed Practical Nurse occupations.

Students do their clinical experience at Valley Health Services, more than 100 working hours, working
with residents and helping with feeding, ambulation and personal care — such as dressing and bathing.
The students get hands-on experience and are able to practice the skills they need for their certification
exam. “The clinical visits allow students to do basic nursing care, which is where everyone starts,” says
Kathy Eisenhut, VHS Administrator. Not only does it give students great experience for the careers
they’re continuing, it also benefits VHS with finding strong candidates for jobs.

“This award is a nice way to recognize the longstanding partnership, and we are so honored to accept
this Community Partnership Award,” says Eisenhut.
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